ILLNESS POLICY-revised 9/12/11(revisions underlined)

Young children frequently become mildly ill and can expect a yearly average of six respiratory infections (colds) and one to two gastrointestinal infections (vomiting and/or diarrhea).  If your child has cold or flu symptoms or is otherwise not feeling well, we encourage you to keep him or her at home to prevent the spread of illness.  If a specific diagnosis is made or you think your child may have been exposed to infectious disease, please let us know so other families can be alerted.  A doctor’s note saying that your child is healthy enough to attend or return to school may be required.
Keep your child home from school if he or she has:
· an oral temperature of 100°F 

· a normal temperature of 98.6°F but is exhibiting other symptoms of illness
· an undiagnosed rash
· is vomiting or has diarrhea
· signs or symptoms of a contagious illness
If your child becomes ill at school or continues to exhibit symptoms upon return, he or she will be isolated and supervised, and you will be called to pick him or her up as soon as possible.  Teachers will err on the side of caution when deciding to send a child home.  Illness at school is “as determined by staff.”  If your child cannot participate comfortably in activities or requires more care than the staff can give, which may result in compromising care for other children, then he or she may be excluded. 
Remember the “24-hour rule”: Any child that has been sick should be kept at home until he or she has remained symptom-free (and fever-free without the aid of fever reducing medicines) for 24 hours 
	ILLNESS/DISEASE
	EXCLUSION IS NECESSARY

	Diarrhea with illness (vomiting, fever)
	Yes—children who have diarrhea at school and appear unwell may be sent home

	Chicken Pox
	Yes—children with uncomplicated chicken pox may return on the 6th day after the start of rash or until blisters are dry

	Conjunctivitis
	Yes—until 24 hours after treatment

	Coxsackie Virus (Foot & Mouth disease)
	No—child may attend unless unable to participate in activities

	Fifth’s Disease
	No—once rash appears, child not contagious

	Head lice
	Yes—until the day after treatment

	Strep Throat
	Yes—until fever-free for 24 hours after treatment

	Hepatitis A
	Yes—until 1 week after onset of jaundice and when able to participate

	Herpes
	Yes—if area is oozing and cannot be covered

	Impetigo
	Yes—until 24 hours after treatment starts

	Pin Worms
	Yes—until 24 hours after treatment starts

	Ringworm
	Yes—if area cannot be covered; may return after treatment starts

	Scabies
	Yes—until the day after treatment begins

	Roseola
	Yes—seek medical advice.  A child with a rash and no fever may attend.

	RSV (Respiratory Syncytial Virus)
	No—once a child in the group has been infected, spread is rapid.  An infected child does not need to be excluded unless unable to participate in activities.

	Mild cold symptoms (stuffy nose with clear drainage, sneezing, mild cough)
	No—may attend if able to participate

	Upper Respiratory Complications (yellow-green nasal discharge, extreme sleepiness, ear pain, or fever >101° (axillary))
	Yes—seek medical advice and decide whether child may return

	Vaccine Preventable Diseases
	Yes—until judged not infectious by doctor; a doctor’s note is REQUIRED

	Yeast Infections
	No—may attend if able to participate.  Follow good hand-washing and hygiene practices.


We cannot do not deny admission to non-immunized children, therefore, your child is at risk of exposure to vaccine preventable disease.  If exposure to a vaccine preventable disease is confirmed, then non-immunized and partially immunized children may be excluded from school until the threat of infection has passed. 

